Date: January 5, 2009

To: All Importers of Merchandise by Vessel (Ocean)

From:  Michael J. Bonvissuto Jr.

Re: 10 + 2 Importer Security Filing

Last summer, we notified you of the impending changes to the “24 hour rule”.  These changes have now become official and are scheduled to go into effect on January 26th.  The new program is known as the ISF (Importer Security Filing) or 10 + 2.  This security filing applies to all freight coming into the United States by vessel (ocean). 

D. Hauser, Inc. has successfully implemented and tested our software and is prepared to offer our services to you in the filing of the ISF.  Currently, the ISF can be filed using either ABI (Automated Broker Interface) or AMS (Automated Manifest System).  Regardless of whether the security filing is filed by a broker or a carrier, the IMPORTER is responsible for the timely and accurate filing of the ISF.  Importers will be liable to Customs for any inaccurate filings, late filings or shipments without any filing.  For this reason, we are suggesting that our customers use extreme care to ensure that all filings are done accurately and timely.  It is strongly suggested that you use the same care in handling the security filings as you do in the filing of your entries.  
We will be charging a fee of $40 to transmit a security filing on your behalf.  This fee is separate from the entry fee and other fees associated with entering and releasing merchandise.  This fee is based on security filings with 5 or less tariff classifications and where we receive complete information from you at the time the filing is requested.  There will be additional charges for filings that contain more than 5 tariff classifications or where the information is incorrect or incomplete information is received.

In order for us to prepare the security filing on your behalf, we will need the following information:
     -  Commercial Invoice (with proper descriptions for classification)
     -  Manufacturer (or supplier) name & address

     -  Seller name & address

     -  Buyer name & address

     -  Ship to name & address

     -  Container stuffing location (name and address)
     -  Consolidator name & address

     -  Country of origin of goods

     -  Master bill of lading numbers (W/ SCAC CODE)

     -  ALL House bill of lading numbers (W/ SCAC CODE)
As you can see, most of this information is already contained on the shipment documents (Invoice, Packing List, and bill of lading).  We have found that by having your suppliers add the additional information to their invoices, the only additional information that you would need to provide us with would be the name and address of the Ship To Party in the United States.   Since the ISF must be on file with Customs 24 hours prior to the container being loaded on the vessel, we are requesting that the information be sent to us at least 3 U.S. Business Days prior to the intended loading of the container on any vessel.

Customs has indicated that there will be a phase in period for enforcement, and that as long as an importer shows good faith in implementing the security filing into their import procedures they will most likely not issue penalties.
If you would like D. Hauser, Inc. to handle the ISF on your behalf, please contact us immediately to discuss implementation plans specific to your importing needs.  As always, we are also available to answer any questions that you may have regarding this program. 

